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1. TFollowing the 1941 Sikorski-Molotov Amnesty Agreement, when Gc?eral Anders a?d
hiec army left the USSR, the Unlon of Polish Patriots was organized under Soviet
aneniees. The union was an all-Communist organization from whose enks the
T ypet Division of the Berling Army was formed. The cadres of the First Division
wore nainly Soviets, Ukrainians and a nondescript assortment of Russiagmgpeuking
Toles, As a fighting unit, the Berling Army was Soviet; politically, it was &
Tolieh Cormunist organization, Most of its leaders were Communist escapees who
crossed Poland's eastern border into the 1SSR when the Polish drive against Com-
runiets was intensified in 1937-38. Berling hinself was only a fipgurchead in
the Army; he pleyed no major role.

5, The Perling Army fought its first battle in the Lenino (Smolensk) area during
which ahout one-third of the First Division was wiped out. After this, the
™ ygt Division was expcced only to light skirmishes in order to protect its
ranks for rost-war use in Poland and alsc to uphold ite prectige as a fighting
wnit. TFrom its inception, it was considered an ¢lie reserve group from walch
nolitically reliable eloments could be chosen for important Party posts in Soviet—
socuvied Poland. Shortly after the Berling Arry was formed, Wanda Wasilewska
anmeared on the front lines from time to time. She faded out of the picture as
soon ag Soviet forces crossed the Bug River.

3. Tn 1944, the First Divielon became a corps and a strong drive for volunteers was
Tovnered, FPromotions were than handed out frecly and it was ¢ ected that the
corps would constitute the foundation for the future Polisgh Army.

hu ing the Gomulka-Spychalskl period, a 1iberal enlistment policy was introduced
o mermit pre-war Polish Army regulars to join hecause there was ]
SECRET/CONTROL—U.S.OFFICIALS ONLY
sTaTE | x JAmw G| w [waw | xlar | x[rei | [ec | | ] |

mas e et Approved ' ForRelease 2006/02/27 ' CIA-RDP80-00810A003800710005-7



Approved For Release 2006/02/27 : CIA-RDP80-00810A003800710005-7 051

SECRET/CONTROL-U .S, OFFICIALS ONLY

-2 -

for military specialists, When Gomulke was purged, a general halt was called
to all promotions and enlistments. ' After the Tatar trials, a drive wag begun
to purpge professional officers who were in the army before the war, At present,
most renking officers in the Polish Army are of Soviet origin. Few of these
officers are known; some are obviously of Soviet origin, having been recruited
for service in the Polish Army after learning the Polish language.
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